Use of critical pathways and indicators in pharmacy practice.
The development of critical pathways along with continuous quality improvement and patient-focused care represents one of the key initiatives in health care in the 1990s. The critical pathway defines the components of care, including treatments, diagnostic measures, and activities to be performed each day, to achieve the desired outcome for a patient with a given diagnosis. Indicators can then be used to define opportunities for improving the pathway. Participation in the critical pathway development process provides pharmacists with an opportunity to utilize their expertise in the medication use process to ensure optimal medication management.